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The election of Barack Obama as the first black president in the history of America came with many expectations in the country where racism against people of colour is high. His election was perhaps because of his difficult past and the charisma, and probably that he did not represent the 'typical’ black Americans that persuaded the white Americans to vote for him (DeAngelis, 2009) a typical American would expect that Obama was going to change the lives of the Black Americans, but it never came to be. Blacks in the United States continued in their economic, political and social sufferings as usual. His presidency was thought to symbolize the growth of the Black Americans, the community from which he came.
President Obama’s presidency was a symbol of national unity, and not the Black American community, and he played it well as seen in the steady development in the country. However, the wealth of African Americans under his presidency declined more than that of other middle-class citizens (Jilani, 2017). His administration came at a time when the country was healing from an economic recession, and he had a lot to do to bring the national economy to its feet. By the time he entered office, most of the blacks had negative equity rates in home ownerships. Failure of Obama to secure the salvation of the Blacks during his presidency lost the meaning of his symbol as the representative of the blacks. The loss of the essence to the symbolism of his administration can be attributed to the economic situation of the country at the time of his leadership which likely forced him to focus on national development and not ethnic development.
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